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GENUINE a and « CURIOUS | 


M EM O I R 


Of the FAMOUS 


Captain Thurot. 
| Written by the Reveren T. 


JOHN FRANCIS DURAND: 


With ſome of Monſieur TavroT's Original | 
_ Letters to that Gentleman, now in A 


Ee - To which i is added, 


A much more faithful and olnnilcr Accoutit | 
_ than has hitherto been publiſhed, of his 
Proceedings ſince his ſailing from the 
Coaſt of a O03. 18, 1759. 


He wwas a Man, take bim far all in at, 
1 foal not look uyeu Ms Like again. 
SHAKESPEAR: = 


LON D ON. 


Printed for F. Burd, at the Temple- E kw Coffee 
Houſe, and F. Williams, under St. Dunſtar's 
Church, Fleetftreet, 1760, 


[Price One Shilling] 
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| AND: eh att 
Contous Menomns, &e. &c: 


F all the affections of the human 
mind, there is not one, perhaps, 
' which acts upon it with greater” 
- force, | than curioſity; and_ this 
principle is never ſo powerfully excited in us, 
as when any perſon appears in the. world, 
whoſe conduct, by ſome means or other, 
| becomes the ſub) ect of public converſation. 
From that moment, almoſt every man 
grows intereſted in his affairs, and if (as is 
often, nay, commonly. the caſe) the birth 
and former life of the obje&t of our en- 
quiries, have happened to be obſcure, it 
only makes us the more inquiſitive, and 
eager to learn ſomething, (no matter 
what) which in appearance, at leaſt, may 


gratity 


_ theſe our Britiſ 
accounts which are conſtantly printed of the 


| 
| 
f 
| 
1 
it 
: 


gratify the ardent deſire we have to be ac- 

quainted with his private circumſtances, 
THis _ is extremely predominant in 
ritiſh Iflands: not to mention the 


birth, parentage and education of every ma- 


lefator that is executed at Tyburn, which 
_ accounts are always bought up with avidity, 
and muſt therefore be highly acceptable to- 
the public; I could-give an hundred ſtrange 


and very recent inſtances of the uncommon 


warmth with which we Engliſh purſue the 


kind of knowledge I am here ſpeaking of. 


| Now there are a ſociety of Auricular Bio- 


graphers, who: either through the vanity of 
| being thought wiſer than their neighbours, 
_ or through a willingneſs to gratify | the de- 


mands of their friends, though at the ex- 


_ pence. of veracity, are always ready upon. . 
thoſe occaſions, to anſwer whatever queſti- 
ons are put to them; and as their chief 
fund 1s invention, they will tell you, the 
father, mother, country, occupation and re- 
 ligion of a perſon, though they know no 


more of him than of the Cham of Tartary ; 


nay, ſome of theſe extempory hiſtorians will 


in the heat of their narratives, deſcend to the 


moſt minute particulars; and tell you, the 
moſt trifling and moſt ſecret tranſaCtions of a 


man's private life, by which lies and abſur- _ 
dities are heaped upon one another, till truth 
is almoſt impoſſible to be come at. 6 ; 


f#}.- 


1-do not remember, that for a great while 

theſe genius's have exerciſed their talents of 
intelligence ' in a larger field than of late : 
Monſieur Thurot has been an happy ſubject 
for them, and our news-papers have been 
very faithful retailers of their ſeveral ac- 
COR. 
Tn the courſe of a few weeks I have known 
| him to: be an Scotchman, an Engliſhman, 
and an Hibernean; he was lucceſlively the 
young pretender, a reformed pirate, and a 
baſtard of the blood royal of France; and I 
amake no doubt, that if he had kept the ſeas 
a little longer, he would in his turn have 
been the brother of the Grand Turk, or the 
nephew of the Pope of Rome, unleſs the 
news-papers had thought fit to give us broad 
hints, that he was thoſe very great perſon- 
ages themſelves in diſguiſe. 

Bur let us ſee, what we can gather from 
Thurot himſelf, from his behaviour I mean, 
fo tell us what he was ; ; why that will inform 
us, which is all that the generality of the 
world knows of him, that he was one of the + 

braveſt, the moſt humane, and beſt accom- 
pliſhed commanders of the age in which he 
_ lived: that will inform us, that he was an 
honour to his country, though his country 
ſhould be Lapland or the deſerts of Arabia ; 
and that however meanly he might be deſ- 
cended, his actions have' ennobled and made _ 
him illuſtrious. Perhaps his anceſtors are 
ou. _ A is but 


| 
2 
| 
| 


but obſcure, yet poſterity ſhall never forget 


him, while the merit of a foldier is in 
ellen. --.- 

Tux perſon who is now Tet RE in 
writing theſe papers was long and intimately 
acquainted with the extraordinary man of 


whom he is about to treat ; ſeveral letters 


written with . Thurot's own hand are at pre- 
{ent lying before him, and it is out of re- 
card to his memory, and as a mark of the 
friendſhip which he had for him while 
living, that he is prevailed upon to take up 
the pen, in order to give the public ſuch 


an account of him, as from a ftrit intimacy 
with him might be ſuppoſed to come to 


his knowledge. .. This he is certain of, 


that he will alledge nothing but what he ga- 


thered from Thurot's own mouth, and in_ 
that caſe, nothing but what may well be 


taken for the cloſeſt matters of fact. 


Tnz. famous Captain Thurot who has of 
late taken up ſo much of the diſcourſe of 
theſe Three Kingdoms, was neither an 
Engliſh, an Iriſh, nor a Scotchman, but was 


| born at Boulogne in France, his father and 


mother being both natives of the ſame place. 
But he was of Iriſh extraction, his grand- 
father whoſe name was Farrel, and was a 


captain in the Iriſh army under King James 
the Second, going oft with that prince from 


Ireland. 4 
Tre- 


Iio7 


1 remember! that when. Captain Thurot 
was here in England he ſhewed me a ſmall 

_ gold buckle-with four diamonds in it, which 
King James -had given to his grandfather 


upon the following occaſion : 


Wren his Majeſty took water at Dun-' 
 ex8cannon-Fort i in the. county of Wexford 
in Ireland, in order to make the beſt of his 
way to France, juſt as he got into the boat, 
the wind being yery high, his hat was blown , 
Into the water ; however ſuch was his hurry 
to.be gone, that he' would not let his people 
delay to take it up. again: upon which 

 _ Captain Farrel preſented, his Majeſty his hat, 

and the king when they came to the houſe, [_ 

| inſtead of returning it, ordered that Farrel 
ſhould have one of his own royal beavers, (in 
the band of which was the before-mentioned 
buckle) faying at the ſame time, with his 
uſual inſenfibility, that though he could not 
keep 2 crown by the help, of the Iriſh, he 
had got a hat. 
ogg King James the Sevond's life, 
and reſidence at St. Germains, Capt. Farrel - 
was one of his houſhold, either gentleman 
of the bed-chamber to his Majeſty or the 


Queen; and while he attended upon the ab- 


dicated monarch, he paid his addreſs to 
| Mademoiſelle Thurot, whoſe uncle was a 
_ member of the parliament of  Paris;.. ::: _ 
_ --He married her, but fo great was the 
dipleatare of all the young lady's friends, 


that 
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that none of them would look upon her ; 
and three years after the death of his royal 


maſter, poor Farrel was at Boulogne, where 


| he retired in hopes that ſome of his wife's 


relations living there would have more com- 
paſſion than thoſe he had left in the metro- 


polis: but he was miſtaken, for here he 
| had no money to live upon but a very ſmall 


penſion which Queen Catherine Prep to 


All the diſcharged ſervants of the deceaſed : 
King. 


AT Boulogne our | Thurot's s father was. 


born, but not till three months after his own 
father's death: nor did Madam Farrel her-_ 
{elf outlive her huſband much aboye a year ; | 
| fo that the boy being taken by his mo- 
 ther's relations, on whd'hlone he was to hope . 


for maintenance and preferment. When he 


grew up he went by their name, and there 


we may account for the puzzling difference 


| hetween the names of Farrel and Thurot, and 
find ſome weak foundation for the many 
falſe reports. that have gone about of late 
concerning Thurot's nation and quality. 


OLD Thurot is now alive at Boulogne ; I 


- cannot ſay that I know' much of his circum- 
ſtances, though I have often heard his ſon 
| fpeak of him with much reverence and af- 
tection, and have ſeen letters from the old 


gentleman to him. 
To the beſt of my knowledge Captain 
Thurot told me, his father was originally 
Y bred 


[7] 


| bred to the law ; but I am 


particularly ſure 


of the circumſtance of his having had three | 


wives, the ſecond of which was called Pi- 


- mother of our Thurot. 


card, a vintner's daughter 5 and this Was. the : 


| Sue died in child-birth of bim, and a re- 
_ markable accident happened at his chriſten- 


/ ng, to which he in Aa great meaſure owed 


_- WmriLE his father held him at the font to 
be made a member of the Chriſtian Chureh, his 
| mother was receiving the laſt office, that of _ 
| ſepulturewithont in the church-yard; this had 
fuch an effe&t upon Thurot, who had been a 
very tender huſband, that the tears. ſtreamed 


from his eyes in great abundance, _ 


Ir is the cuſtom in Roman Catholic 


countries' about Chriſtmas, at which ſeaſon . 


of the'year this happened, for ladies of the 
firſt diftintion to go into churches and 


offer themſelves as ſponſors, for whatever 


children are brought to be baptized. _ 
 Onzg madam Tallard a woman of great 


rank and fortune, was now ſtanding for little 


— Thurot, and obſerving the extreme agony in 


which the father of the child appeared, in- 
quired what was the cauſe of it ; the prieſt 


: informed her. 


SHE was touched with fo melancholy 
an occaſion, it put her upon aſking ſome 
more particulars about the family of 


Thurot ; ſhe made him a handſome preſent, 
Z and 


IS Don 


OS» 2 * 
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and defired, that if As boy ſhould hve, till 
ſhe-returhed again into thoſe*parts,' he might - 


be ſent to ſee her.” During Captain' Thurot's 


infancy, and till he was a well ' grown. lad, 


he received many inſtances of friendſhip from G 


his kind'godmother, but it was not till within 


theſe very few years: that 'he experienced 


| thoſe very: effential- ones from her: family, 


which to him however ended only in glory. . 
' T have already faid, ' that Thurot's grand- 
father was an Iriſhman, when our: hero was 


| about fifteen years of ape, 'one Farrel came to 
* Boulogne, who by ſome'means'or- other: got 


acquainted with O14 Thurot,' and learning 


| the origin of the family claimed relationſhip. 


Tris man was the;commander of a veſ- 
ſel, and uſed "to ſmuggle goods, he affured 


Old Thurot, that the: houſe of the O'Farrels 
was ſtill ' a flouriſhing houſe in Connaught, 


and: offered, if he would let his young ſon 


go over with him to'make his fortune. - 


THe lad was extremely fprightly, uncom- 


monly beautiful, and of a great courage, he 
| had been taught to read and write, which 


was all his father could do: for him, beſides, 
he was now married to another. wife, and 


| had a growing family,” ſo that he was glad 


to provide for him at any rate; therefore 


- without much reluctance, accepted of Cap- 
tain Farrel's propoſals. 


Younc Thurot was equipped at WIR EX 


pence of his Iriſh couſin, and ſet out with 


a light 


Lg 1 


a light heart and a thin pair of breeches : 
they were bound for Limerick in the Weſt 
_ of Ireland, but ſtopp'd at the Ifle of Man 
upon ſome buſineſs of the ſmugglers. And 
here young Thurot taking ſome diſguſt, re- 
fuſed to follow his couſin OF atrel any 
farther, 

Ir isa much eaſier matter to get a footing 
in the Ile of Man, than to get off from it; 
and after Farrel had failed away,.. which he 
did in a paſſion, as we may well ſuppoſe, 
with Thurot, it was ſome time before a ſhip 
bound for France came into the port ; ſo that 
our young adventurer was obliged to look 
about him for ſupport. I have faid before 
he was a handſome, ſpirited lad ; a gentleman 
of Angleſey took a fancy to him, and he < en- 

| tered into his ſervice, 

Tris perfon was old in the trade of run-. 
ning goods, and had ſeveral ſmall veſſels 
continually on the paſs between the Ifle of 
Man and Ireland laden with contraband 
_ commodities ; with theſe he frequently fent 


_ Thurot ; and once ſtationed him for eleven . 


months at Carlingford in Ireland, in order 


_ that he might (being lodged with a factor of 


his) manage ſome affairs of the ſmuggling 
kind that were of more than ordinary confe- 
| quence, and which hewas extremely expert in. 
| Ii this place he acquired his firſt know- 
ledge of the Engliſh tongue ; and in the end 

he determined, inſtead of returning to the 
C "> "BOO 


PR - 
$,-+ 
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Ifle of Man, to go to Dublin and ſce whethes 
he could not learn ſome certain tidings of 
thoſe relations of his, about whom he had 
ſo often heard. He ſeldom formed a. refolu- 
tion without putting it in praQtice ; and ac- 

cordingly ſet out for Dublin, with, as he told 
me himſelf, about eleven thillings in his 
pocket. 24 
WrerTarr Thurat ever met with, any of 


SY Jriſh, sfolk, or whether if . he A" 
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he TeRewe any kindneſs and entertainment 


from them, I cannot ſay ; but he, was in very 
ſtraight circumſtances in. Dublin, and re- 
' duced fo low, that he was glad to accept of 
an offer to enter into a great family, which 
he did in quality of valet de chambre to the 
lady of Lord B __ perſons. of vaſt for- 
tune and alliances in the kingdom of Ireland. 
___ HrRE he lived near two years, going by 
the name of Dauphine, and might perhaps 
have lived much longer, but for a moſt un- 
happy affair which happeped in the family, 
and which made a great noiſe in the world. 
Thurot was in high favour with his miſtreſs, 
and was ſuſpected of being her confidant : 
but he was a man of too nice notions, and 
2d the punctilios of honour in too much re- 
td to be of ſervice to any one in ſuch a ſort. 


'S 


_ of bulineſs. Be that as it will, he was diſ- 
miſſed his lordſhip's ſervice, as was at the 
lame time my lady's woman, with whom 
young Thurot was on very good terms. 


T HUROT 


Y OS 


_ TavroT was of a warm temper, eſpeci- 
ally upon any thing like an inſult ; arid Lord 


having laid things to his charge of 
which he knew himſelf innocent, he was 
tiot backward in ſpeaking his mind, perhaps 
too freely of his lordſhip ; - which ſon made. 
Dablin a very iripropet pared for him to re-. 
mans... 
___ Hzrs friend, the waiting woman, whoſe. 
name I think was Lynch, was ſoon after ner 5 
_ diſmifſioni from the family of Lord B- 
feceived into that of the Earl of A =, 
Who had a great eſtate in the North of Ire- 
land, and going down thither the following 
| ſummer, Thurot who was of a roving diſpo- 
Hition, made no difficulty to follow his quor- 
dam fellow-ſervant, though in no capacity 
or buſineſs. 

'In this place he made himſelf acceptable 
to many gentlemen, and to the Earl of A—, 
_ by his {Kill in ſporting ; but his ſituation be- 
ing near the ſea, and the oppoſite coaſt of 
Scotland favouring the curſed trade of ſmug- 
_ gling, in which he was a much greater 
maſter than in cocking or huating, he ſoon 
got in with a gang of thoſe people. 

He was of the moſt obliging and generous 
_ diſpoſition that I ever knew any man in mg 
life, and as he was young and ſprightly and 
_ of a warm conſtitution, it is in vain to deny 
that he had many intreagues, in which he 
made no ſcruple of beitowing upon his 
2 - favourites 
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_ favourites a piece of India ſtuff for a gown, 


a yard or two of muſlin, a pound of tea, and 


ſuch things ; which by degrees getting wind, 
other women of the better ſort applied to him = 
for ſome of theſc things 1 in the merchantile 


way. 


Tuz uſual method of the ſeuggler was 
never to {ell any of theſe things in the North, 
| but tranſport them to Dublin on little carrs 
with butter, and ſuch country merchandize ; 
by which means they eſcaped the danger 
_ of a familiar and open. trade, and ef- 


caped the vigilance of the cuſtom-houſe of- 
ficers, 


THuRoT however could not mithilend the 
ſolicitation of the ladies, and uſed frequently 
to ſell them tea, china, chocolate, India 


goods, and I am afraid brandy at an eafy rate. 
This trade continued ſome months, till one 
of his cuſtomers being more rapacious than 


the reſt, laid out fifty pounds at once with 


| him, in order to get as much as ſhe could 
buy from the fair trader for tripple the mo- 
ney ; by which means her houſe was made 
a ho” and the exciſe people getting 
the ſcent of it, came to ſearch, found the 
goods upon her, and made a ſeizure of every 
one of them... 

_*/THUROT was inſtantly TRAP ; the honeſt 
grateful gentlewoman told whence ſhe had 


her commodities, and in three nights after, 
the officers having laid their ſcheme fell in 


with | 
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with ſome boats which were laden with ran 
” goods, four of them fell into their hands, a 
_ rich booty ; but the veſſel in which was our 

Captain and which was lighter laden than 
the reſt had the good fortune to make the 
coaſt of Scotland. 

AND now a new ſcene opened itſelf; the | 
commodities in the boat were worth aboor 

two hundred pounds ; but how to get them 

ſold was the matter. Thurot with his ac- 

 complices depoſited them in fafe places, and 
it was propoſed that two of them, who were 
Scotchmen, ſhould take and diſpoſe of them 
about the country as pedlars. 

THe deſign was approved, and ſucceeded ; ; 
for in leſs than three months the whole cargo 
was ſold off for near three hundred pounds, | 
_ one hundred and fifty of which coming to 
'Thurot's ſhare, he made the beſt of his way | 
to Edinburgh, where having equipped him- 
felf like a gentleman, he was determined to 
make the beſt of his way to France, 

BuT ut was ſome time before he was 
to viſit his native country ; Mr. V— 
a gentleman of French extraction in 
Edinburgh, who was a merchant and 
uſed frequently to ſend veſſels from 
Edinburgh to London, wanted a maſter for 
one of his little floops, and having ſeen 

Thurot, who paſſed for a ſeafaring captain, 
and Mr. V—— by his propuncpien of the 


Engliſh 


——_— 


[1s] 


Engliſh Language, finding out that he Was 
- a Frenchman made him the offer of it. 
-TavRoT did not heſitate a- moment abbut_. 
the acceptance of itz they ſtruck up a bar- 
gain and the following week the Anie of 
Edinburgh, Thurot ter, bound with lins 
nen for London, ſet fail for the River Thames, 
where ſhe arrived lafe, | but never returned, 
| being burnt in the river with many others by 
ſome pitch taking fire in a neighbouring. 
warehouſe; and Thurot having given an 
| account of his truſt to his employer's factor, 
fixed himfelf in London, taking lodgings in 
Paddington, where the author of theſe me= 
 moirs. by mere accident got L208 roman with 
 bim. 

"FRoM the year one thouſand ſeven huhs 
| Fred and forty-eight, to the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty-two, Captain 
'Thurot was going continually back and 
forward between France and England, and 
ſpent great part of his time in London, go= 
ing by his real name. As I have ſaid before, 
| he took-up his firſt reſidence in Paddington, 
where he lived at the houſe of an apothecary, 
_ and always appeared like a gentleman. 

In this place I have been in company with 
him many times, and as he was a man of a 
remarkable free temper, he uſed frequently 
to entertain two or three'of his more intimate. 


acquaintance with the recital of his ad- 
yentures, 
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T never knew any man that had a better 


natural underſtanding ; he ſpoke Engliſh per- 
 fetly well, ſcarcely with the accent of a_ 
' foreigner, and had a great ſhare of the Iriſh 
| language, which he acquired while he lived 
among the people of that nation. _ , 

He ſung agreeably, played upon the Ger- 
man flute, ' the trumpet and French horn : 
but the chief bent of his inclinations leaned 
_ towards navigation and fortification : he had 
_ always ſome little plans, purely the efforts of 
his own uninformed genius, relative to thoſe 
arts about him, which he was conſtantly 
ſhewing to his companions; and neverſeemed 
fo thoroughly happy as when he got with 
_ people who had a ſmattering of the above- 
mentioned ſciences. The laſt time he was. 
in England he lived 1n a court in Carey-ſtreet, 
 Lincolns-Inn-Fields, and was then inſtructed 
In the mathematics by one Mr. Donelly an 
Iriſh gentleman, famous for his knowledge 

and abilities in mathematical ſtudies. 


THERE is a circumſtance relative to Thu- 


rot's behaviour while he was in England, 
- which will ſerve to throw a great light upon | 
* the real characterof the man ; andl1 know i it 
mo to be fact: 
_ He uſed frequently to 20) to a club, a. "I 
was held every Monday night ſomewhere 
about the Seven Dials, and conſiſted totally | 


of toreigners, moſtly of Frenchmen : ſome 
at theſe gentlemen took i it in their head one 
evening 
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eveniig moſt groſcly to abuſe the Engliſh 


and Iriſh, calling them every 'contemptuous 


_ name, which liquor and ill-manners could 


ſuggeſt.  Thurot lifſened to them for' ſome 
time with a good deal of patience ; till at 


Jength, finding they intended to ſet no 
bounds to their inſolence, he very calmly 
got up, and ſeizing the two' which fat next 

_ to him, each by the noſe, without faying 2 


ſyllable he lead Fol to the door, put them 
out, and bolted it after then; thin return- 
ing 'to his ſeat ; come gentlemen, faid” he, 


| ket us drink about, and call another ſubject. 


"He was extremely punctual in his engage 


ments and payments, and when he Rand 
_ his money near ſpent, he deſigned returning 
to his own country and commence a trading 


captain : He did fo, withdrawing from Pad- 


dington all of a fadden; and we did not ſee 


any thing of him for four or five months, 
when I by accident heard that he was then 


commander of a ſhip in the river bound 


from Dunkirk, and that he ag in 

Shadwell. | 
In this place he lived with a woman who 

paſſed for his'wife, and rented a houſe for 


_ three years, during which time *he never 
failed of running over two or three times a 


year between London and Calais, Dun- 
kirk, &c. 


. IT having been Rrongly: We that 
there was an Engliſh woman with him du- 


rin g 


[7 


ring all his grand and laſt voyage at ſea, 1 
imagined, if there was any truth at all'in the 
ſtory, that ſhe who lived with him at Shad-_ 
well muſt be the perſon. I therefore took 
ſome pains to enquire who ſhe was, and 
find, that this woman did really go to France 
with him ; and ſhe either was actually the 
wife, or had before been the trull of one of 
his ſailors, who was a | half * rench and halt 
Engliſhman. 

Ht had an extreme inclination to be ade 
a Free Maſon ; he was accordingly admitted 
in a lodge here : the conſequence of this, I 
_ am affured by undoubted autiority, was the 

following occurrence: _ 
DvuzInG his late voyage, ſoon ah his 
little ſquadron had put out to ſea, they met 
an. Engliſh merchantman, laden with rum 
and brandy from the Weſt Indies. It will 
be needleſs to ſay, that ſhe made but a 
trifling reſiſtance : in fa&t, ſhe almoſt in- 
ſtantly ſtruck ; and the lieutenant of Thu- 
rot's ſhip was ſent to bring the captain oNn! 
board. 

Tr1s man was a Free Maſon, and accord- 
.Ing to the cuſtom with that fraternity, made 
certain ſigns which is known by them all in 
common, 1n order to find if any among the 
enemy were of the order. Thurot inſtantly 

perceived and anſwered him ; however he 
did not then take any farther notice, but aſked 
the Opens what his cargo conſiſted of ; - the 


Bo: > 


RED, FO AER CRIT: 


phe IE 


failors were te} vw. when they heaed- of. the 


and calling all his people about him;; FT nk 


have taken, and [ heartily give youjoy of it : | 
yet it 1s but trifling one; and when divided 


merchandiſe ; and by my diſcourſe with' the 
unhappy man below, who' is the o6wner- as. 
well as maſter of the veſſet (which 1 was re- 


3s infallible; let us then” ſcorti' to take this 
ſmall booty, -return it to him; and look after 
better.” Here there was 'ſome'murmuring : 

« Well then, gentlemefi, laid he, fince: you 
do not reliſh my propoſal,” be” eaſy ; T'give 


every man his dividend of this prize, andwill 
Tet the veſſel go.” Upon this the failots'were 


captain. The poor Free- Maſon * got+ his 
Cargo ſafe, and a handfome Preſent. from 
" Thurot into the bargain, | 


_ not the pleaſure of ſeeing him, being obliged © 
to be in Wales upon ſome particular affairs; 
' but I preſently heard from him- while he 3 
was in London, and alſo after he went to | 


(18 } 


unfortunate Beaty. But Thufotileaving'his 
priſoner in the cabin, went "up! up/'upon my 


« GENTLEMEN !' this' is the firſt prize 'we 


among us all ' will not be: worth naming. 
Beſides, gentlemen, we go to conquer'the 
enemy's country, not to 'ſeize-her paultry 


ally the caſe) 'T find if | he loſes it, his ruin 


my honour, out of my own pocket to'/pay 


overpowered by the noble generoſity of the 


| 
Tus laſt time Thurot was in England: F had | 


ſettle at Boulogne with his father. b 
IT 


taut. 


Tr ſeems the. early taint which he rooived 


prong the.Iriſhman, .Farrel, who was a, moſt 
infamous-- - \muggler. bimſclf, . ſtill ſtuck. to. 


him};:-and: indeed. I think it was the only 


_ thing'/to+be alledged- apainſt him : this in- 
7 cling him to hearken to a French gang, who 
_ offered toitake him for. their captain. He 

communicated it.to his father, who ſtrongly 
_ a&fluaded. him; againſt it ; but: Thurot was. 
_ one of -thoſe- 7 who feared. nothing : and 
though. the ſmuggling trade. is in; France the | 
moſt daring-and dangerous that can be ima- 
 gined;- he: tows the bent of his own will, 
It muſt be owned indeed that his great good 
ſenſe and moderation, kept his bravoes from 
commuting: any,very. miſchievous outrages. 


 Hsleft off coming to. England in the ; year 


1752! -and;! the; very next year, being in 


France, ſaw, 'hins ; he then, without apy 


 reluQanee;. told, me the bottom he had EMm- 
barked. ON«- 1 repreſented | to him in_the 


ſtrongeſt manner I could, the hazardous life 


He had taken. up; but he laughed at me. 


' His chief place of reſidence - was at Bou- 


logne, where his trade was kept ſecret ; tho' 


indeed had it been known, he was G great. 


a favourite. with. the towns-people, I believe 
| he; might, have paſſed his. time ſecurely 
enongh../ He was alſo frequently, at Calais, 
-Dunkik, \&c. and 1 was, credibly informed, 


during-his ſhort reign, as king of the ſmug- 


glers, he did not export and import clandeſ- 
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[2] 
tinely, lefs /than.. twenty. (thouſand. poupds ; 
worth: of, goods per year. [if ot 
Bur. Bos, as he had. before; in, nd 
be added-indiſcretion to vice ; and tofay,the 
truth, proſperity, I believe, and Fade, had 
lullet him fo--far,. as it does moſt-who.;are 
in urjuſtifiable cauſes, that he thought juſtice 
either would not, or dare not ſee him: /but | 
he was miſtaken ; I-think: indeed; as it has 
happened, \ſhe.:had recourſe; to; her dowien 
on and: not to: her {word., - + + 1+ 
Tus ſon. of Madam Tallard, his godmo- 
ther, whom  we- have before: made mention _ 
of, was prefident of the province; |and-it 
| being. well known that {\mugglers did infeſt 
thoſe parts, though the government could 
not point out the very -ndividual delinquents, 
he had orders to be very. vigilant, and if pol- 
bblc to put a ſtop to their mal-pradtices..,.1 / 
_ He performed his duty punctually, and two 
or three of his mermidons being ſet.upon the 
watch, it was not long before they wormed 
themielves. ſo far into the ſecret, that they 
had not only intelligence of the meeting- 
places of = ſmugglers, but of every ann 
concerned 1n the trade, 
Monſieur Tallard took his od. ac- 
cordingly ; in one place he ſeized. a whole 
covey of them together, and at the Game time 


arielted feveral others; among the -firlt was 
pook Thurot. 


{{fo8c}; 


In writing memoirs of the life of a private 


perſon, who till within a ſhort ſpace of time, 
was-[never employed in any one intereſting 


ſcene of ation, there cannot be- expected 
_ thoſe! turns | and- adventures, which are” fo 
agreeable in a novel, neither'can it be thought, 

that his ordinary-employments ſhould afford 


matter for a large volume; all I mean to do _ 
here is to ſet down/a few: occurences, , which 
happened within the: ſphere of \my own 
| knowledge, which- though in-: themſelves 
_ are inſignificant, | become of conſequence, in 


as \much-as [they may ſerve to''give ſome 


idea of a-man, . who has ingrofſed a great : 


deal of the attention of the world, and- Ppar- 


ticularly, -raiſed the curioſity of this Nation. 


. TzwvroT's natural inclination to fortifica- 
tion, gave him a defire to ſee all our buil- 


dings of | that ſort, which TI believe he did, 


walking to moſt of thoſe. within thirty miles 


of ' London, during | the frequent receſſes 


between his ſeveral paſlages; and I have 
often heard him fay, how ealy a matter 
it would be for to invade theſe kingdoms, 
though neither he nor I at that time had 
any thought of his being. one day that Samy 


invader himſelf. 
\ TrgRE was eight. VR at one time, 
beween his leaving England and his return- 


ing to it, occafioned by ſome diſagreement | 


between his owners : : during that time I re- 
ceived 
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; oy 4 , June LY i758 


Find it hin "—_— ; nine har Kakes | 
me write to Jou, my defign being to ex-_ 
1f you had 10 much-'difin- | 


| as to write without-expeQirig 
prog F ſhould certainly receive the fi favour 
gratitude''and' 


common ſenfe;- 70 27 1 113197 310) 


I have already. told you, that my afHirs 

| would oblige me to remain on this fide of 

_ the water till next ſummer. New oppoſiti- 

ons every day afiſe to'my returning-to Eng- 

land: but I hope to ſurmount themsall,-jand — | 

the company of my good 

Ffriends' in Cateaton-Street, RANT? hci 

chiefly reckon yourſelf. hos i; 

I am very much concerned to hier you | 

Have been out of order, yet was: far from 

thinking your letter the effect of the ſpleen : 

_ for I am really perſuaded it was written! in 
_ one! of your gayeſt humours. ' To a»mind 


turned like yours, the thoughts of death can 
have very:few:terrors. I fancy you will:be 


pteaſed: with-the lines which a-gentleman: of 
our country} as I have been told, ordered'to 


| be 


all deſtroyed ! except the a tru 94 9 93, 


[23] 
be written-over. his cloſet door. Tknow you 
like verſes, -and vhcechate write them : 


Las Teſpersr et de me e plaindre, 

- \ De Vamour des prands et du ſort, 

_ C'eſt ici que jattens la mort 
Sous 4a —_ ou rhrwench 441 4 7 
Ceſt bien Je cherattiee, Ne ana b 
plus rare-qu'on: peut avoir: --but I: beg. 


_ dun-for- writing\French, .and yet I can Trdly 
chink | | gall bbe. Alle i to; make. out my 


pt letter is of convenient denaths. {hanes 
fore with my ' mall humble ſeryige to ——— 


ſila VE = 


<a 6 Was —_ "Pn us, that we: oibould 


 virite nothing but Engliſh to-cach. other, in 


order to: perfe&t him in the language : and. 
this-letter-is, I think, no very bad nftanoe of 
His Ig and uerHatgs.: 


+Tr is jnoiek to expatiate c on the ditreſsful 
circumſtance of confinement to a perſon of 


"Thurot's volatile diſpoſition. After being ex- 


 amined by Monkeur Tallard, he was ſent:to 


Dunkirk, and there confined in the common 
priſon; but his father and ſome other friends 
had tfuch power 'over the good-natured ma- 
iſtrates” that -he promiſed to do his utmoſt 


to 
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to "OF Thurot s life ; ; whom he was himſelf 


alſo very well inclined towards, having been 
his playfellow when a boy, and perfely re- 


membering the regard WHEN his mother had 
for him; - 


Tae other ſmugglers were now every day 


breaking upon the wheel, and hanging, while. 
our unfortunate hero lay ſnug in his dun- 


geon : from this place” | had the followin 's 
letter from bim: bk 


AIRS, Dunkirk, | Decenter i2, 1754. 
| Dear _— 
\HOUGH it is not without "Ro pain 


inexcuſable, was I not to inform 10 good a 


friend of my ſituation ; which, tho' wretched 
enough God knows, | 1 dare ſwear you will 


be pleaſed to hear, 1s not likely to cloſe with 


a ſhameful death : my good friends ſeeming 
to conſider every thing but my deſerts. I do 


aſſure you I now heartily deteſt and deſpiſe 
myſelf tor the wicked and ridiculous part I 


have afted, and ſincerely wiſh I had taken 


your good advice ; but I am willing to think 


Providence orders every thing for the beſt. 
Pen and ink being allowed me is a great fa- 
your; but at preſent I will not treſpaſs, on _ 
you farther, than to aſſure you that 


2d 6: T am, &c. 
SHORTLY 


that I date a letter to you from - this 
miſerable place,. yet I thought I ſhould be 


f 2:1 


| SyorTELyY after this, he was commanded 


_ up to Paris, with an intent that he ſhould 
make diſcoyeries, that might prevent the 


robberies of the ſmugglers for the future. 


He remained there in priſon ſeveral months, 
but during his examinations convinced ſome 
_ people in power, that ſhould the war break 
out Fvich England, which, was at that time 
contriving, and in the form. of an invaſion 


too, Monſ. Thurot might be rendered a ſer- 
viceable man. _ 


"Tus conſideration, together with Monſ. 


_ Tallard's intereſt, not only procured him his 
liberty, but the command of one of the King's 


floops, and his father got a penſion of five 


| hundred livres per annum, for what ſervices 


his fon might do his country. 
AFTER this I had never any correſpon- 
dence with him : but know, that finding in 


the beginning of the war that his ſloop was 


not likely to be much employed, and the 
thoughts of invading England was laid aſide, 


he defired permiſſion to go on board a Dun- 


kirk privateer, in which he commanded till 
the beginning of the ſummer of the memo- 
rable year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


fifty nine. 


 TreNn it was that the Tikeh miniſtry, 


as the dernier reſort, determined to invade 
this iſland, and make us feel the force of 
Gallic indignation : mg/? terrible indeed ! 


E T fvu- 


made ag toc” 


[ 25 1] 


'Tavrot was pitched upon as a man, ra- 


| ther to frighten us, than do "any'real miſ- 
| Chief. He ſpoke Engliſh, he knew both the 
Britiſh and Iriſh channels, he would be of 


great uſe in putting us in confuſion, While 


Conflans deſtroyed us. 
'Tur fone was ; that Thurot ſhould go 


to Ireland, while Conflans was here; in or- 
der to make that kingdom, eaſy enough to 
take an alarm, ſo anxious in preſerving her _ 
_ own ſafety, and ſo full of her own danger, 
_ that ſhe could not think of ſending any kuc- 
Tour to her neighbour. _ 


THUROT having got his orders and every 


thing ready, failed out of Dunkirk harbour, 
on the evening of the 'twenty-ſecond of 
October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
 -fifty-nine, with the following ſhips in his 
little ſquadron : Marſhal Belleifle of fifty- 

four guns, two frigates of thirty-ſix each, 


one of twenty-ſix, and a cutter, He failed 


in a hard gale at South Weſt; arrived at 
 Oſtend the next day, and the fins evening 


failed again northward. He had fifteen 


hundred land-men on board, moſt of whom 
were prefed and picked up in priſons. The 
officers (ſuch as they were) went on board 
with the greateſt reluctance. ; 
Taz firſt port he made was that of Got- 


tenburgh, from whence the two following 


extracts of original letters; one from 


Captain Gorre], to his owners at Liverpool ; 
the 
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the other from Liverpool, will ſerve to give 


Us. A FO inſight to. his ſituation : 


© Gottenburgh, November J» 1759- 


7. Wrote to you from hence the twenty-ſe- 
venth z/f, and then teld you how I was 


blocked up. by. Monſ. Thurot, with five 
frigates and one cutter : We lay in the road 


three days, during which time they rowed 
round and round our ſhip, and took parti- 


cular notice of us : I alſo took all the no- 


tice I could of them ; two frigates lay a- 


| head of us, two a-ſtern, and one a little 
within. the rocks to watch the ſhips, &c. - 


D0 far as I can learn and obſerve, Thurot's. 
fleet. are in want of many things, ſuch as 
anchors and cables; for by all accounts 


they ſlipped them when they left Dunkirk. 


They have alfo employed all the bakers in 


þ [oo Wax 4 and have bought up all the 


beef they can meet with. p13: cutter 
4s arrived here ; ſo that now there are two, 


one of eight guns and the other of ten ; one 


of which they are now heaving down and. 
cleaning. One of the frigates has her top- 
-maſt down, occaſioned, I ſuppoſe, by ſome- 


thing being amiſs with her maſt. It is 


moſt certainly true, that they have a great 


number of land-forces with them, for they 
appear on board like bees about a hive ; the 
Number is ſaid here to be two thouſand two 
hundred land ſoldiers, of ſeveral Scotch and 


E, 2 Irith 


[ 28. ]- 
with ſome of them in Iriſh, and was' an- 


ſwered in the. ſame language. They have 


many gentlemen .on. board; and; when / 


woney, It is Witioered abou here, tha 
they are deſigned either for the Highlands of 


Scotland, or the North of Ireland; and. that 


o ' F þ 


: 3 


of eight days. | They, behaved with great 
complaiſance to us when we lay amongſt. 
them, but as T did not like, my company. 
we took the firſt opportunityof leaving them, 
and are now lying above the Caſtle : They 
Have taken twobrigs, and brought them into, 
this harbour, one they ranfomed : her ran- 
ſom-bill is No. 6. which makes us believe 


all rigged in the ſame manner as. our men. 


of war, with red vanes, long heads to their 


top-gallant maſts, and the top-gallant maſts 
ftrike abafr, the top-maſts with ſprit-fail. 
top-fails rigged, and the cutters are rigged 
Oak 48 cu? FREN cites: and, wean. 
th: whole, they appear very like Engliſh- 
ſhips, of war. The wind is coming ſtrong | 
_ avain to the weſtward, which I hope will 
_ our men of war, I am ſure, would be very. 
ſufficient to keep them in here, and they 
might lie very fafe at anchor. in the road... 
The Antigua Merchant is ready to fail with 


us 


they will be ready to ſail from hence io ſeven 
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 head.- 
VS. teinty four on the main-deck, and the 
reſt quarter-deck and forecaſtle guns; ſhe 
| has a figure-head painted white and yellow, 
and her fides black and yellow.—Numb. Zo 


Tale: 


us for "CAN and fifteen for London. 


and Hull.” DAE: 
- 80 Yo 2 >: F.3665g08; Dec, 7, 1759- 


7 APTAIN. Kites of the Gorrell ar- 
LA Tived here from Gottenburgh on Sunday 


laſt; farther informs us, that Monſ. Thurot, 
with his ſquadron. of five privateer-frigates, 


and two cutters, left Gottenburgh | on the 


foutteenth x/#. Thurot's frigate, the Marſhal | 


Beltciſle, mounts forty-four guns, 72. thirty 


- nine-pounders upon one deck, four eighteen- 


pounders below, and the reſt only quarter- 


_ deck. and forecaſtle guns; ſhe has a black 


lion-head, appears very ill hogged in the 
) midſhips, and is painted black and red.— 


Numb. 2. is a frigate of thirty-two guns, vis. 


twenity-eight nine-pounders on one deck, the. 
reſt' are quarter-deck and forecaſtle-guns ; 
has a yellow lion-head ſtanding remarkably 


high, is painted yellow and black, 


 Numb.'3.1s a frigate of the ſame number.of 


guns, pa painted black, with a large figure- 
-Numb, 4. is a frigate of thirty guns, 


is a frigate of twenty guns on one deck, is 
Painted black and yellow, with a ſhort quarter- 
deck. The two cutters have long top-gallant- 


maſts, one of them is pierced for ten and the 


other bg guns, exaCtly 1 ig the Engliſh form. 
Tart 


- 


WarT. 


Tux fri rates, when Bard came, into Got- 


tenburgh, were very foul, as if come off 


from a long voyage, and were deſtitute of 
many neceſfaries ; had very few ſeamen, on 


board, but full at land Bs commanded 


by a Major-General ; moſt of the ſoldiers 
were in blue faced with. white, and others 


all white. Whilſt they remained at Gotten- 


burgh, nineteen days, they were fully em- 
ployed in cleaning their ſhips, getting new 
top- maſts, new rigging for their veſſels, vic- 


tualling and watering ; the demand for bread 


and eatables was fo great, that they raiſed 


the prices confiderably at. market, and 
the Swedes afmmſted them all in their 
_ power ; ſending them their Eaſt-India ſhips 
boats to water with, and procuring them 


cables in lieu of thoſe they had ordered to be 
made, which would. with detained: them 


| before finiſhed. During their ſtay the land 


and fea officers quarrelled ; ; the former not 
being acquainted with the place of their 
deftination. On Nov, 6, whilſt the French 
fripates Jay in Calf Sound, the Penzance 


man of war appeared at the mouth of the 


harbour in company with four or five neu- 
zral ſhips, as ſhe was going up to Elfineur, 


and fired a gun to take all ready under con- | 
voy, which fo affrighted the Frenchmen, 


that they ſlipp'd their cables and run up 
above the caſtle for ſecurity. When they 
filed, the commodore and ſecond veſſel 

"carried - 


8; 


' earried white whifflers or pendants forward, 


» * 


: the reſt all had red vanes, and they had their 
 Rteering fails and ſmall fails all ready bent 
in the ſhrouds to run away with. Captain 
Rimmer came out of Cottcnburgh two. 
days after Thurot, and is of opinion, by the 
winds he met with, that they could not 
reach Scotland, but would be obliged to go 

CN oe 


AFTER this a thouſand falſe reports were 
ſpread of him ; but nothing of conſequence = 
= tl his appearance on the coalt of Ireland. 
| Afull account of which follows: — 
__ Carrickfergus, Feb, 21. © On the gar- 
riſon's obſerving three frigates coming, up 
under Engliſh colours, they concluded they 
were qur own ſhips, on ſome expedition ; 
but, obſerving that inſtead of failing before 
LW the caſtle, as 1s uſual, they made for Kill- 
"> root Point; they thought proper to ſend 
: out Captain Jennings in the King's Boat 
ko reconnoitre ; who, on approaching near | 
. them, obſerved them landing with their flat- 
bottomed boats, which they effefted very 
* Afuddenly. On the captain's return the gar= _ 
7} riſon took the alarm ; but alas, they were x 
; | but two hundred in number, moſtly undif- 43 
Ciplined recruits, and had three hundred | 
French priſoners to guard, The brave 
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3 mayor, Willoughby Chaplin, Eſg; got the 


militia under arms, and though aſked by 
ITE | Colonel. 
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he moſt reſolutely did by marching to the 
| Scotch quarters, and lining the hedges, gave 
them a fire which killed forty-three men of 
the enemy, and wounded their general in 
| Chief, who lived only to agn the articles of 


[32]. 


Colonet Fletnitg, the commander” in-chief, 
to go into the caſtle, he bravely refuſed, nal 


in his own gallant phraſe faid ; * He would 
go out with his dear boys, and meet the pol- 
troons, and have a knock with'them:” which 


capitalation a 


IT deſerves to be remarked, that one of. 
the worthy mayor's men killed three French- 
men himſelf, but ſtooping over the laſt (who 
_ appeared to be a perſon of diſtintion) was 
unfortunately ſhot through the head. But 
what makes the whole affair the more ſur- 
prifing, and we hope is a happy preſage of 


our ſhortly chaſtifing their inſolence, is, that 


the brave ſtout lads (as their worthy leader 


calls them) loſt but five men, although they 


' were obliged, as they were marching out to 
meet the enemy, to ſend back forty of their 
_ company to eſcort the French priſoners to 
Belfajt. After all they made a retreating 
fight of 1 it back again into the caſtle. But as 7 
to the French, on their landing they imme= 
diately ſeized the houſe of Mr. Brice of Kill>Þ 2 
root, and made him, his wife, &c. priſoners, 
and ſent him on board their ſhips ; they like- 


wiſe ſeized Caſtle Dobbs, and made priſoners 
the ſquire and his lady, and a colonel who 


_ was. 


a 


= 
was-on viſit at the houſe ; they pillaged both 
houſes of every- thing ; they likewiſe got 
*Squire Ennis into their hands; but what 
even affects: the publick 1s,' that they - have 
carried off every yard of linnen that was in 
_ the poſſeſſion of Mr. James Allen, one of 
the moſt conſiderable linnen-drapers in the 
North. They took the gentlemen's- horſes, 
and drew ten pieces of cannon to the ' Scotch 
| Quarter-Bank, where they fixed a battery, 
which played on the half-moon and gate of 
the caſtle without intermiſfion. - There were 
no proviſions in the caſtle, but what the 
mayor ordered in on the firſt alarm, from 
| his-own houſe, being the beef, pork, and- 
meal of his own private family: nor - was | 
there one cannon on a carriage, nor proper 

ammunition in the place, and-yet the brave 
garriſon, who were but an handtul,” held out 
till four oclock in the morning of the en- 
ſuing day after being attacked, when they 
were obliged to capitulate, and become pri- 
ſoners of war. They have got the Colonel, 
the Mayor, Dean Benſon, | Veuats Willſon, 
Mr. Spaight, &c. _ 

' On the receiving this melancholy news; 
itis impoſſible to expreſs with what alacrity 
and chearfulneſs every one able to carry a gun 
flew to arms. There are already more than 
three thouſand five hundred militia in Beltaſt; 
who march down every day to Woodburn, 

within a mile of them, where-they walt for 
0 F their 


Mr. Braddock, and many more marched off, 


[44] 


| their coming out, but they keep themſelves. 
cloſe, and are intrenched -up to the chin ;- it 


was with the greateſt. difkculty that lieu- 


' tenant- general. Strode . has .with-held his 
| men till the artillery arrives, (which is com- 
ing from Charlemount) from ruſhing into the 
_ town, and attacking them ſword in hand. 

This night General Fitzwilliams, Lord 
le &c. with a party of the, light 


horſe, arrived in this town, who. are: to: be 


followed by three thouſand troops to-morrow 
 witha Do of artillery ; ſo that the country 
need not _ be. under the. leaſt apprebenfions 
from fuch a parcel of wretches, who. have 
been ſo.long on board, .and whom the moſt 


; exaggerating accounts does not make to exceed 
one thouſand men. _ 


Ox the arrival of the. news. in "this pd. 


Cornet Scott, Mr. William Ogle, Mr. Corry, 
_ and the other gentlemen of tis place, im- 
72 mediately aſſembled at the market-houſe, and 
got the militia under arms, and though we, 
as 4 maritime town, dare not ſend off our mi- 


litia for fear of a ſurpriſe, from an enemy 


that muſt be deſperate ; yet the gentlemen 


earneſtly recommended to any young gentle- 


men who would chute to do fo, to go and aſ- 
fiſt our brethren in this critical, conjunCEture, 
and immediately Mr. Thomas Warring, Mr. 
Andrew Thompſon, Mr. James Ogle, Mr. 


John Hutchinſon, Mr. Wier, Mr, Boyde, 


and 
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and were followed by above eighty brave 


fellows : it would be'doing injuſtice to merit. 
not to-mention Mr. Adam Maitland on'this 


important occaſion; he has exerted himſelf 
In an' extraordinary manner, and was as far 
_ as' Drogheda yelterday, to follicit arms, &c. 
_ from'the government, and'ſtopped on heatr- 


ing the ſuccours' were on their march ; loyal 


*Squire Johnſon of Treymont, went through | 
this country from houſe to houſe, and col-. 
lefted together every one' who had a weapon 
whom he entertained at his own houſe, and 
conducted the French prifoners into this town 
at their head, together with a party of gentle- 


men who went to Ban-Bridgeto receive them; 


the ſame' worthy gentleman marched to-day 
atthehead of his'intrepidJads to Carrickfergus. 


| 1 have no more to add, but confeſs it is a 
hard taſk to do juſtice to the merit of every 
party vying with each other, who ſhall exert _ 


| theraſelves moſt upon this important vcraſion; 


the Roman catholick gentlemen have offered 


to give their wives and children as hoſtages 


of their loyalty at this time, and offered to 
march, if the government will pleaſe to en- 


_ truſt them with arms, along with their fellow 
ſubjects againſt the common enemy ; I can 
aſſure the public of the truth of the following, 


Vi2, That the prieſt of this pariſh offered 


his own horſe, bridle and faddle, together 
_ with daily pay, to any young proteſtant lad 


that would march down to Carrickfergus. 


LS a ON 


© KL 


_ On the firſt intelligence of the landing of 


the French, nothing could exceed the ks 
of | the Rich-Hill, Market-Hill, | Armagh, jg 
Lurgan, and Warrin gſtown-. militia, who 
Fitch et marched for Belfaſt ; the Rich- 
Hill militia were conducted by the honour- 


able colonel Richardſon of the aid town. 
Ws hear they have broken down one of 


| the long, bridges of. Belfaſt, - to. prevent any 


ſurpriſe from the county of Down fide, as 


| the enemy might eaſily paſs over the bay 
from Carrick to Holliwood, and ſurprile them 
| from that. quarter ; ; the gentlemen of Bel- 
faſt behave in an extraoruinary manner on 
= this occaſion, the moſt conſiderable of. them 
takes the, meaneſt militia man into his-own 


houſe, and entertains bim at his own table. 
Tat Rey. Mr. Cherry of Taudragee, has 


ſet a pattern worthy of . imitation, who hag 
marched:down at the head of fixty brave fel- 
lows of his congregation ; and the Rev. Mr. 


Michael Henry, of Drumbanagher has: the 
ſame number ready to march, only waiting 


for arms ; and the Rev. Mr. Hacket of the 
faid pariſh, is induftriouſly encouraging: the 


youths of his congregation, to CAADALE. 1 in the 


ſame glorious cauſe, | 


Tus following paſſages will ſet the wiſ- 
dom, bravery, and at the ſame time conſter- 
nation of the'Jriſh | in a pages lights 


Dublin, | 
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y SIS Eo 5 Dublin, Feb, 20, vba, 
-EST ERDAY morning 'a little before 
KL <elevenoclock, an account was received 
that a body of French, ſuppoſed to be about 
3 r bee | men, were landed at Carrickfergus, 


on 'Thurſday morning. Immediately upen 
ypon receipt of this intelligence, his Grace 


the Lord-Lieutenant gave orders for the af- 


| ſembling with the | utmoſt expedition at 
Newry, four regiments of infantry, vis. 
 Pole's, Anſtruther's, Sandford's, and Se- 
bright's ; "and the three regiments of dra- 
goons, viz. Moſtyn's, Yorke's, and Whit- 
ley's; and his Grace made no doubt, that 


ſhould the French be hardy enough to ha- 


zard themſelves at any diſtance from their 
ſhips, +the troops he ſhould be able to get to- 

| gether in a very ſew days, will be more than 
ſufficient to prote&t the country from any 
violence, and to drive them out of the 
kingdom. . And this morning, at half paſt 
- a farther account was received, That 
 lieutenant-colonel Jennings had. ſuffered 
_ himſelf, with four companies of major-ge- 
 neral Strode's regiment under his command 


at Carrickfergus, to be made priſoners of war : 


And that, on the twenty ſecond in the morn- 
Ing, about eight o'clock, a flag of truce 
came. to Belfaſt, and made a demand of ſe- 


yeral articles of proviſion, and other neceſ- 


laries, to be dehvered that day at two o'clock, 


promiſing 


(38 ] 

promiſing to pay for them; and threatening, 
an caſe of refuſal, to burn Carrickfergus, 
and'afterwards'to come up and burn Belfaſt 
alſo; with which demands the gentlemen of 
Belfaſt thought it beſt to comply. The 
French priſoners of war had been removed 
from Carrickicrgus and Belfaſt to Liſburn. - 
Dublin, Feb. 24. This evening his Grace 
| the Lord-Lieutenant received the followin g 
Tetter from Major-General Strode, dated at 
Belfaſt, Feb. 23, 1760, at fix in the even- 
20g, DI | 
«Information of Benjamin Hall, Lieu- 
| tenant and adjutant of my regiment, who, 
this moment, arrived here, on his parole, 
from Carrickfergus, in order to get proviſions 
for the. officers and ſoldiers of my regiment 
there, fays, that' on the twenty-firſt inſtant, 
three ſhips appeared off the iſle of Magee, 
ſtanding in ſhore, for the Bay of Carrick- 
| fergus; and at eleven o'clock came to.an 
anchor, about two miles and a half to the 
north-eaſt part of the caſtle, and within 
muſquet-ſhot of the ſhore at Killrute-point. 
At this time the ſmall number of troops be- 
longing to the garriſon were at excerciſe, 
- about half a mile on the road to Belfaſt ; and 
at 2 quarter after eleven o'clock, the ouard 
was turned out, made up and marched off,. 
to relieve that on the French priſoners in the 
caſtle ; the reſt of the men continued in the 
field of exerciſe, where an account was ſoon 
| broughs 


[39] 


ing boats, and, with them and ſeveral others 


were plying on and off betwixt the ſhore and 
| the” ſhips; on which, immediate orders 
were ſent to the caſtle for both guards to 
_ continue under arms, and double centries 
over the French priſoners, and be parti- 
 cularly ſtrict and watchful over them, till 


 ſach time as they could be ſatisfied, whether 


| they were friends or enemies ; though, at , 
_ the ſame time, a ſtrong report prevailed with 
ſome, thatit was an Engliſh frigate, and two 


ſore-ſhips : but to be convinced what they 
_ were, after the troops had aſſembled in the 
market-place, the ſaid Lieutenant Hall, went 


_ went off with a reconnoitring party, and took 


| poſt 'on a rifing ground, where he could 
plainly perceive eight boats landing armed 


men, and that they drew out in detachments, 
and took poſt on the dykes, hedges, and all 


the riſing grounds, from whence they could 
have moſt extenſive views ; upon which he 
gave the neceſfary orders to his non-com- 
mifhon officers, and men, to have a watch- 


ful eye of their approaches, and to take par- 
ticular care that they did not get round 


them, by going at the foot of the hill un- 
diſcovered: in order to prevent which, he 
poſted them himſelf, and told them, as 
ſoon as ever the advanced guard came with- 
in ſhot, to fire at them, and continue 1o 

| to 


brought, that the three ſhips, juſt come to 
' an anchor, had taken and detained two fiſh- 
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[49] 
to do, until they repulſed ahem or if necel(-. 
ſitated'to retreat, helikewiſe;pointed-that out - 


_ to them, with orders to take every. opportu- 
nity, on advantage of the ground, 1 in their re- 


treat, to retard the' enemy's approach, . and: to 


| be fure to-keep a communication with the 


town as much - as poſſible; and on this he 


_ immediately went to the town, and. acquainted 
Lieutenant Colonel Jennings, where he found 
him-with the: troops on the parade,: who im+- 
 mediately ordered detachments to be made 
' to defend the gates of the- town, and all the 

avenues” leading thereto. Soon after which 
the reconnoitring party retired, after. having 
_ ſpent all their: ammunition ; _during- which 


time, the: Lieutenant Colonel and chief ma-. 
giſtrate of the town, ſent off the ſherifi,: and | 


Mr. Mucklewaine (who 1s captain of the mi- 


litia of the corporation) with orders to take 


off the: French priſoners of war, and: convey 


them with all: ſpeed: to Beltaft, where.they 


were to receive further orders from me. . By 
' this time the enemy were in full march for 
the town, which he computed -to- be near 
one thouſand men ;- and two or three ftrag- 
'vling huffars, on horſes they had: picked-up 
after landing, attempted to enter the gates ; | 


but, on the firſt-fire retired, but were foon. 


ſupported by parties : of - foot, who attacked 


both the North and Scotch gates, asalſo the 


garden walls of Lord Donnegall, who were 
repulſed alſo, and kept back as long as the 


TTICN 


[ 4x 1 


men had ammunition ;. on. which: Col. Jen- 
nings ordered the whole to retire | to the. 
caſtle ; which he had ſufficient time to do, as 


_ at-this time the enemy. was a little checked 
from our fire; -and would have been. more 
fo, had the men had ammunition. Before 


the gates of the caſtle were ſhut, they made 
their appearance in the market-place ;z and 
then it was in his opinion the deſtruction of | 
the. enemy would have commenced, had-it 
not been ſtill (he begs leave again to obſerve) 


the then dreadful want of ammunition, not- 


withſtanding the ſupply of powder they, had 
a few days before, from Belfaſt, by my order, 


| but were in want of ball, and even time, if 


they had that, to make them. up; from 
which, the enemy, finding our fire ſo cool, | 
attacked the gates ſword in hand, which, 


from, the battering of the ſhot on both ſides, 


' the bolts were knock'd back,, and the gates 
opened, and the enemy marched it; but 
Lieutenant Colonel Jennings, Lord Walling» 
ford, Captain Bland, Lieutenant Ellis, with 
ſome gentlemen, and about fifty men, re- 
pwnd the enemy, and beat them back, 
_ Here it was he ſaw great reſolution in a few 
Iriſh boys, who defended the gate, after it 
| was opened, with their bayonets ; and thoſe 


from the Half Moon, after their ammunition 


| was gone, threw ſtones and bricks. Had this. 
_ attack of the enemy been ſupported with any 
| - = degree 


[ 
| 
| 


» ; : 
+7 7 EZ 45 p 
194 £2 
I F 


Ewa Ci Apa th. 4" —_ pe -_ T” 4s > ” of een Mo i rofl on mey 
- > _ a -— - '” ww : = _ » 
Gee ge nee” 2 aw 2. BP « Hj4% oo > — nd ating bc et rogae  IT S OA - — 
—_— COA er EGG __ —— on Wong Op. Area OT Le EIEESD . pu x "an - - 5 - 
Rk Nd foe — = —_— AO 3 
Ne = Dew = {Int re art - 4 __ a 
OG O_ e og _ 4 s _ fon 
_ F. - meb—- {9 _ hb. pt _—_— - " 
. A 


ett To PL 
en. So CO Bn 


- = Ee" - HE 
—_— ”» E 4 o en - ee + 
- ad —_— _ -_ PIRIE b 
ther ee le Tn 2 Ce ee ee 
7 Mb 4 « Od ade <——_ . 6 o agpe- + av —_— Erith 4.2. 
= y © »* - ” —_ - * > I, % OI: » Jut  r a - 4.4% ES 
1 - : —_ + 0 ed af & 9 «44 þ s de tatſ-<eels - 
_ LS. ft OO ” ot tw -Þ 4 Gs Su F : Ws a. _ _ , 
Poe OS oy nn hmpwrat TL OSSC - pA Choke P ” 4 NP wo 
CE | re re | 
* * OT SST. ha . - Mas 2 p_ © Su. 
Y o a 1000S - » 
—— TIPS ; —- --+ j 
<tr 
WF - 
; C 
{ 


 depree of courage, they muſt certainly have 
| facceeded ity it, but they retired back under 


[42] 


cover, leaving the gates open with our men 


' Ini the front of it, which gave them a ſhort 
_ time to conſider what was the beſt to be 
Y done ; - firſt to \ſee the' men's ammunition, 


which, if they had had any, would have cer- 


 tainly fallied; and even ſo without it, had not 


Colonel Jennings, and all the officers thought 


the enterprize* too! hazardous. Then the 
_ conſidered, if the gate could. 'be defend 
"WE breach in the caſtle wall could not, it "© 


ing near fifty feet long ; and, having but a 


ſhort time to deliberate; all agreed, a patty 
ſhould be beat, and Lieutenant Hall ſent out 
- to know on what terms they might ſurrender : 
which was accordingly done ; and on his : go- 
ing out, found the greateſt part of the enemy 
under ſhelter of the old walls and houſes' be- 
fore the caſtle-gate; and after the uſual 'Ce= 
 remony, demanded of the Commandant, 
{the 'General being wounded) what terms 
| Would be given the troops on: their ſurrender, 
and atthe ſame time ſent the drum to" call 
Colonel! Jennings out of the caſtle, in order 
to treat with the French Commandant on 
articles of capitulation, which, he fays, as 
well as can remember were as follows : viz. 


' © Colonel Jennings demanded, that the 


troops ſhould march out with all the honours 


of war, and the officers to be on their parole 


Las. 


in, Ireland,. and not -be ſent. priſoners to 


F ANCE, ; Y the ſoldiers alſo.to ſtay. in. Ireland, 
_ and. that. an. 'equal number - of French pri- 

ſoners. ſhould be. ſent to. France, within one 
- month, gr as, ſoon. after-as ſhips could be got 
ready. for that pur pole,, Granted. 


_ _, That the caltle - Carrickfergus pH yo not 
| be demoliſhed, or any. of the. ſtores deſtroyed 


or taken out of it. Granted. 


_ That the town and county of Carrickfergus i 
ſhould not be plundered. or burnt, on. condi- 
tion the Mayor and Corporation - furniſhed : 


the, French, troops with nepellary proviions: 
. Granted... 


This, as. well as he can maember.; was. 
: the verbal, articles. agreed on, though, on 
writing them, the French Commandant, after 
_ conſulting his-principal officers, declared, he 


could -not by. any means, anfwer to his. maſ- 
ter, .the French. King, granting to his , Bri- 


_  tanic-Miajeſty the ſtores in the caſtle, which 


he inſiſted upon ; and Colonel Jennings, to 
his great grief, had it not in his power to re- 


fuſe, declaring ſolemnly, at the ſame time, 
with a grave countenance, that he had rather 
have been buried in the ruins. To which 
| the French Commandant replied, ' that he 


could not inſert it in the articlesof capitulation, 


yet he. would gtve his word and honour, and 
did ſo, that, if there was nothing of great 


Value in, the caſtle, belonging to the king, 


2 beſides. 


"4 
CONTIN - "4h L2 TERS = —_ nat—_ _— Cn dOna - tl v— IT " 
OO no ——o_=—_ 


> 
v 
Fe 
" 
* 
be 
| + 
4% 
of 
. I : . 
« V 
3 
i=, 
wy 
f, 


Lol 


beſides powder; he would not touch _ it, 
(which there really was Hot) -but how far he 
will keep. his oobenis;: is" 'not yet known. 
Likewiſe the magiſtrates of Carrickfergus, 
not furniſhing the Freneh with neceffa pro- 
, viſions, they Shnndered' the'town, declaring, 
it was their own fault, as they were convinc- 
ed they had it intheir own power to ſupply, 
them, as they had tound enough In the town. 
afterwards. NGO 
Mx. Hall further informs me, that he has 
diſcovered by ſome of the French, there was 
a diſagreement betwixt their | General, and 
Captain Thurot, the General being for the 
attack of Carrick, and Thurot for * anding at_ 
the Whitehouſe, and attacking Belfaſt, He: 


likewiſe judges the frigates: to be, ' one of 
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forty guns, the other two'about twenty each. 
LiEUTENANT Hall begs leave to preſent. 
his duty to your Grace, and hopes your Grace - 
will excuſe any inaccuracy, that may be in_. 
| his deſcription, as he was no ways provided 
with any papers, but his'memoty, and often, _ _ 
interrupted by numbers of gentlemen of the 
militia, who were crowding Log wa n. 
the room to receive orders. 


1 beg leave. to ſubſcribe mylel, 
Belfof, Feb.23, My Lord, &c. 
BY WILE, 'STRODE. 


 BxsIDES his, I "gp _ think there | is any. 
thine .to. be depended. upon that .we haye 
heard, everyone knows of. the; engagement, 


which enſued between his Majeſty's ſhips and. 


thoſe of Thurot's. little ſquadron, upon. his. 
leaving, Ireland ; and of - this engagement; no, 


account , can be fo bins We. One to be font © 


in the following I 


Copy of a letter from Cap tf. Elliott, of kis 
y'S \ Folus, to Mr. Cleveland; 


- dated in Railifcy Bay, in the: Ile of Man,” 


"the 29th of February, 1760. | 
JLEASE to, acquaint the Right | Hon. m my, 


Lieutenant of Ireland, that there were three. 


ſhips of the enemy's-at, Carrickfergus. 'The 

; Beg evening I failed with his Majeity' S ſhip : ; 
under my command, together with the Pallas. 
5 and Brilliant, in in queſt of them. I made I _ 

| entrance of Carrickfergus on the evening of _ 
| the*26th, but could not get in, the wind be- _ 


ing contrary, and very bad weather. On the * 


28th at four in the morning, we got ſight of 
them, and gave chace. About nine I got up 
 along-fide their commodore. (off the Iſle of 
Man) and in a few minutes after the action 
became general, and laſted about an hour 


and half, when they all three ſtruck their co- 


lours. 


- 


Lords, Commillioners of the Admiralty © | 
That on the, 24th inſtant I-received informa.,. 
tion at  Kinfale, from his. Grace the Lord” 


"2 lours. 


[46] 
They are, the Marſhal Belliſle of 
forty-four guns, and five hundred and forty- 
five men, including troops, M. Thurot com- 
mander, who is killed; the. La Blonde of 


thirty-two guns, and four hundrgd men, 
cominanded by Capt. La Kayce; and the 

Terplichore of twenty-fix guns and three 

hundred men, commanded by Capt. Delſ- 
- rauaudais. I put into this road to repair the 
ſhips, who are all much_ diſabled in their 
maſts and' rigging, the Marſhal Belliſle jn 
particular, who loſt her boltſprit, mizen-maſt . 
_ and main-yard i in the action ; and it was with | 
great difficulty we prevented her ſinking. 


Ir is with the greateſt pleaſure I acquaint 


their Lordſhi on that the officers . an men 
of his Maje: y's ſhips behaved Temathaply ; 
well on this occaſion. _ 


I ſhall uſe the greateſt difpatch 3 in getting 
the ſhips refitted, and propoſe returning to 


> Plymouth, or ſome other port in England, | 
_ as ſoon as poſſible, if I do nat receive their 


Lordſhips « direftions before the fu_n are got | 
ready. 


+ Tudroenh 5 is an account of the killed and 


wounded on board his Majeſty” S OFT: 


Ian, &. 
Joun ELLIOTT. 


ih 47 1 
: ; s * "np wounded 
ha Le OR 8” ag 38, 
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N. B: I findi it impoſſible to aſcertain the 

' number of the enemy killed and wounded, 
but. by the beſt accounts I can get, BY 
amount to about three hundred. 


"Ns to Thurot's perſon,. it was rather 
robuſt than genteel, and he, was rather 
comely than handſome ; very brown, and 
extreamly florid : he was about ſix or ſeven 
and thirty years old, and had a very ſmall 

| ſear under his left eye, which was rather 
an advantage to him than otherwiſe. This 

T think is a faithful picture of him, unleſs 
he was much altered from the time 1 faw 
him, till he was killed. Th 

' TuzrRe were ſeveral bales of merchandize 
found on board his ſhips, particularly linens ; 
however I am well affured, that he paid 

for every thing he had in Ireland, as well 
as he was able; but it might, and no doubt 

' was, a thing impoſſible to reſtrain the ra- 
pacity of his people. 

Hs behaved with the greateſt bravery 

imaginable ; had loſt one of his arms near 
an hour, and received his death wound 


above halt an hour before he quitted the 
deck. 
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ft 48 Ji. 
Warts he1 Nred, he inſiſted on the ſhip | 


bang fought; but as foon as the breath was ; 
| out of his body, the whole ſquadron ſtruck. 


 NoTHING could 
Captain Elliot, his M 


equal the conrage. of 
ajeſty's commander, but 


his humanity ; he would not fuffer any thing 
| ta be touched in Thurot's ſhip, made facred 
by his dead body : Alexander himfelf did 


not more bewail the death of Darius, than 


Captain Elliot did the loſs of Thurot. 


As: ſoon as the ſhattered ſhips got to the 


| Ie: of Man, Thurot's body was taken on 
ſhore, and embalmed ; after which he was 
| buried with all thuſe military honours which 


his courage and condu&t fo well deferved ; 
and Capt. Elliot gave all his officers liberty 
to attend his funeral, himſelf walking 1 in the 


proceſſion. 


Tavs fell the brave Thurot !—a mirror _ 
of the fickle ſtate of human, affairs ; and an 


- example to all men, particalarly thoſe i ina 
military capacity, by what ſteps to gain the 


height of favour among friends, and reſpect 
among enemies. _ 
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